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DWELLING UNIT COMMENCEMENTS REPORTED BY APPROVING AUTHORITIES
SOUTH AUSTRALIA, MARCH 1996

MAIN FEATURES

« InMarch1996 there were 458 new dwelling units
reported as commenced in South Australia. Of
the total, 371 were private seclor house com-
mencements.

w The Adelaide Statistical Division (ASD)
accounted for 286 of the new dwelling units
commenced during March, while 172 were in the
rest of the State.

= The council areas that reported the most private
sector house commencements within the ASD
were Noarlunga (45), Munno Para (29), Tea Tree
Gully (27), Salisbury and Hindmarsh and Woodyville
each with 19, and Happy Valley (12).

= Excluding the ASD, the regions with the most
private sector house commencements were Port
Elliot and Goolwa (20), followed by Mount Gam-
bier with 12. These were the only areas outside
the ASD to report more than 10 dwelling unit
commencements in March.

EXPLANATORY NOTES
intreducticon

This publication contains monthly details of the
number af new dwelling units reported by approving
authoritics as having commenced. Data for seclected
statistical local areas are included.

Scope and coverage

2. The statistics werc compiled from monthly
reports, provided by local and other government
authoritics, of commencements of new houses and new
other residential buildings for which:

(x) building permits were issued by local govern-
ment or other government authorities in areas
subject to building control by those authorities;
and

{b) contracts were let or day labour work was
authorised by Commonwecalth, State, semi-gov-
ernment and local government authorities.

Major dwelling unit commencements ia areas not sub-
ject to the normal administrative approval processcs (e.g-
buildings on remote minc sites) are also included.

3. The number of dwelling units created by
alterations and additions to existing buildings and
through the consiruction of new non-residential
buildings is not included.

Comparability of statistics

4. Beeause of the differcoce in data sources,
collection methodologies and timing of notification of
commencements care should be exercised in comparing
quarterly dala derived from moathly dwelling unit
commencemenl statistics with the quarterly dwelling
unit commencement statistics from the Building Activity
Survey.

Definitions

5. A dwelling wunit is delined as a self-contained
suite of rooms, inciuding cooking and bathing [acilities
and intended for long term residential use. Units
{whethcer scll-contained or not) within buildings oftering
institutional care, such as hospitals, or temporary
accommodation eg motcls, hostels and holiday
apartments, are not defined as dwelling units.

6. A residential building is delined as a building
predominantly consisting of one or more dwelling units.
Residential buildings can be cither bouses or other
residential buildings as follows:

(@) A bouse is defined as a detached building
predominanily used for long term residential
purposes and consisting of only onc dwelling
unit. Thus, detached *granny (lats’ and detached
dwelling units (such as carctakers’ residences)
associated with non-residential buildings are
delined as houses for the purpose of these
statistics.

(b)y  An other residential building is dcefined as a
building which is predominantly used for long
term residential purposes and which contains
(or has attached to it) more than one dwelling
unit (e.g. includes wownhouscs, duplexes, apart-
ment buildings etc.).

7. Commencements. For the purposes of this
statistical scries, a dwelling unit is regarded as being
commenced on the date when:

INQUIRIES

_w  for more information about statistics in this publication and the availability of related

unpublished statistics, contact Damian Sparkes on Adelaide (08) 237 7590 orany ABS State Office.

» for information about other ABS statistics and services please contact Information Services on
Adelaide (08) 237 7100, call at 55 Currie Street, Adelaide, or write 1o Information Services, ABS,

GO Box 2272, Adelaide SA 5001.




(@)  the residential building is first inspected by a
building inspecior or surveyor, whether the
work is passed or not. In general, the first
inspection is undertaken at the foundations or
footings stage of construction; or

(b)  the residential building is determined as com-
menced by a building inspector or surveyor.

8. Ownership of a building is classified as either
Public Sector or Private Scctor according to the sector of
the intended owner of the completed building as evident
at the time of approval. Residential buildings being
constructed by private sector builders under
government housing authority schemes wherehy the
authority has contracted, or intends Lo contract, 1o
purchase the buildings on or before completion, are
classilied as public sector.

Australian Standard Geographical Classification
(ASGC)

9. Area statistics are now being classificd to the
Australian Standard Geographical Classification,
Fdition 2.5 (1216.0) and ASGC terminology has been
adopied in the presentation ol building statistics.

Unpublished data

10. The ABS can also make available certain dwelling
unit commencement data which are not published.
Where it is not praclicable to provide the required
information by telephone, data can be provided in the
following forms: microfiche, photacopy, computer
printout and clerically exiracted tabulation. A charge
may be made for providing unpublished information in
these [orms.

Related publications

11. Other ABS publications which may be of interest
include:

Building Approvals, Australia (8731.0) — issued
monthly

Building Approvals, South Australia (8731.4) —issued
monthly

Building Activity, Australia: Dwelling Urnit
Commerncements, Preliminary (8750.0) — issued
quarterly

Building Activity, South Australia (8752.4) — issucd
quarterly

12. Current publications produced by the ABS are
listed in the Catalogue of Publications and Products,
Australia (1101.0). The ABS also issues, onTuesdays and
Fridays, a Release Advice (1105.0) which lists
publications to be released in the next few days. The
Catalogue and Release Advice are available from any ABS
office.

Symbols and other usages

— nil or rounded to zero

P.M. GARDNER
Deputy Commmonwealth Statistician
and Governinent Stalist
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TABLE 1 — NUMBER OF NEW DWELLING UNITS COMMENCED BY OWNERSHIP AND TYPE OF RESIDENTIAL BUILDING

Houses Other residential bufldings Totaf
Private Public Private Public Private Public
Petiod sector sector Total sector sector Total sector sector Total
ADELAIDE STATISTICAL DIVISION

195293 5,399 303 5,702 1,566 415 2,011 7,985 718 8,713
1983-94 6,26% 405 5,670 1,369 312 1,681 7,634 717 8,351
1984-95 5,260 443 5,703 1,000 160 1,160 5,260 603 65,863
1994-95 —

Jan. 466 14 480 114 5 11¢ 5R0 19 599
Feb. 363 33 396 72 10 a2 435 43 478
Mar. 429 %1 480 63 5 68 492 56 548
Apr. 355 57 413 eg — 88 444 B7 501
May an3 19 az2 33 3 36 336 22 358
June 287 30 3227 20 3] 26 317 36 363
1995-96 —

July 212 2 214 45 — 45 257 2 259
Aug, 403 1 404 107 5 113 510 7 517
Sept, 255 17 272 63 2 65 318 19 337
Oct. 231 @ 240 7T — 77 308 9 317
Nov. 245 1 246 58 11 79 313 12 325
Cec. 187 50 237 114 2 116 301 52 3563
Jan. 188 8 196 120 2 122 208 10 318
Fel. 1829 5] 165 a5 —_ a6 195 5] 201
Mar. 217 1G 227 59 — 59 276 10 286

SOUTH AUSTRALIA

1892-93 9,612 320 9,332 1,755 455 2,210 10,767 775 11,642
1993-04 9,133 440 9,573 1,538 323 1,861 10,671 763 11,434
1984-95 7,736 449 2,188 1,197 161 1,388 8,038 540 9,578
1994-95 —

Jan. 655 14 669 122 5 127 777 19 796
Feb. 562 a4 508 85 10 105 657 44 701
Mar. 650 81 701 I=] 5 20 725 56 781
Apr. 493 57 550 106 — 105 554 57 656
May 448 19 467 52 3 55 500 22 522
June 4590 3z 522 a5 13 48 825 45 570
1995-96 —

July 201 2 363 48 — 48 4306 2 441
Aug. L=tex | 1 592 121 5] 127 7iz2 7 719
Sept. 418 20 438 80 4 84 498 24 522
Oct. 375 23 384 82 —_ g2 487 =] 476
Naw. 415 1 416 B8 11 99 503 12 515
Dec. 333 50 383 130 2 132 453 B2 515
Jan. 308 o 317 126 2 128 434 11 445
feb. 206 & 312 39 — 24 345 a} 351
Mar. 371 10 381 77 —_ 77 448 10 458




TABLE 2 - NUMBER OF NEW DWELLING UNITS COMMENCED IN SELECTED STATISTICAL LOCAL AREAS

Statistical focal area

Houses

Other residential buildings

Total

Public
sector

Private
sector

Total

Private
sector

Public
sector Total

Private
sector

Pubfic
sector

Total

ADELAIDE STATISTICAL DIVISION

Adelaide (C)

Brighton {C}

Burnside (C)
Campbelltown (C)
East Tarrens {DC)
Elizabeth {C)

Enfizid (C) Pt A and PL B
Gawler {M)

Glenelg [C)

Happy Valley {C}
Henley and Grange {C}
Hindrmarsh and Waodville (C)
Kensingtan and Norwoad {C)
Marion {C)

Mitcham (C}

Munno Para (C}
Noarlunga (C)
Payneham (C)

Port Adelaide (C}
Prospect (C)

St Peters (M}
Salisbury {C)

Stirling (D}

Tea Tree Gulty (C)
Thebarton (M)

Unley (C}

Walkerville (M)

West Torrens {C)
Willunga (DC}
Woodwille
Unincorporated

Total
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286

REST OF STATE

Barossa (OC)

Light {DC)

Mallala {DC)

Mount Barker (DC)

Mount Gambier {(C}

Murray Bridge {RC)
Northern Yorke Peninsula (DC)
Part Augusta (C)

Pant Elliot and Goolwa (DC)
Part Lincaln (C)

Part Pirie (C)

Strathalbyn (DC}

Victor Harbor (DG)

Whyalla (C)

Other

Total
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South Australia

371 10

381

77 - 77

448

10

458

{C) Municipahty vath ity status

(DC) District Council

(M} Municipality

Produced by the Australian Government Publishing Service

© Commonwealth of Australia 1996

(RC) Rural City

T

2874140003966
ISSN 1031-2226



